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A Creative Approach 
to Business & Family Travel

Okay, it’s time for that out-of-town business 
meeting or the annual trade show and 
convention, and maybe the family is coming 
with you. What are your plans for when you’re 
not working?

Will you be stuck in the hotel room watching TV 
and considering whether to accompany your 
spouse and kids to the overly chlorinated hotel 
pool? Could you find a better place for family fun?

Perhaps it's time to make the annual pilgrimage to 
see the relatives. Hanging out with Uncle Steve in 
front of the boob-tube might be okay for one day, 
but every afternoon you’re in town? 

Reading a book to relax is great, but hard to do 
while listening to Cousin Margaret and Aunt 
Jeanne rehash the same argument from 1992. 
Could you find a quieter place to enjoy that book? 

Maybe it’s time to take a creative approach when 
planning your next business and/or family travel 
trip.



Going to a chain restaurant that’s found 
everywhere in America is not the most 
memorable of experiences. Research dining 
spots before you leave. 

Yelp.com and TripAdvisor.com are good on-line 
sources for restaurant listings, but may not help 
you narrow it down to the real jewels. Read 
local newspaper reviews, local food blogs and 
search your favorite Food Network shows like 
Diners Drive-In and Dives. 

If you enjoy upscale restaurants or if you need 
to make a last-minute decision, check out 
OpenTable.com, which offers places on the 
pricier side that take reservations. If your time is 
limited, it’s a good way to find a great 
restaurant.
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ROMANCE Be forewarned, computer searching this topic 
will often result in a list of just restaurants and 
hotels, which is fine if that’s all you are seeking. 

Other kinds of romantic locations or 
experiences may require a bit more exploration. 

You might get limited search results on 
“romantic spots”, so think about different 
keywords that describe part of an experience 
like “beautiful view” or “lush hillside”  or 
“historic landmark, ” and you’ll find beautiful 
parks, scenic viewpoints, conservatories, 
gardens,  beaches and more. 

Look for festivals and other community events 
that spark your personal interests – maybe 
Comic-Con could be your most romantic spot! 
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FAMILY FUN Tripadvisor.com and FamilyDaysOut.com are 
great sites for researching family activities. 

Be sure to search the suburbs or adjoining 
towns, as well as the central city you’ll be 
visiting. 

Check the city government and tourist websites 
to discover features and activities their residents 
take pride in – from landmarks, museums and 
concert venues to zoos, gardens and wildlife 
areas. 

Check Wikipedia for unique roadside attractions 
and special spots off the beaten path to explore 
and photograph.A Creative 
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SOUVENIRS Avoid most tourist gift shops or chain stores 
where all you’ll find are cheap tchotchkes made 
somewhere other than the place you’re visiting.

For more memorable souvenirs, buy locally or 
shop handmade. Look for small boutiques and 
local art and craft galleries. 

A handy online search term is “[city name] is 
famous for.” Even if it’s a consumable item, that 
special pack of almonds, a bag of candy, bottle 
of wine or block of cheese direct from the 
maker is a great treasure to enjoy. 

Local artisans offer unique products like pottery, 
perfume, soaps, clothing, toys, quilts, jewelry, 
paintings, sculpture and so much more. 
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